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Upcoming Library Program: How To 
Compost-From Garbage to Garden 
April 15th at 3:30pm  

.ȅ !ƭŜȄƛŀ /ƻǎŀǧƻ  
 Have you ever asked yourself if there was 
anything more you could do to decrease your   
carbon footprint? According to the EPA (2012), 
Americans generated 4.38 pounds of  solid waste 
per person, every day, in 2012; 1.51 pounds of 
which were composted and recycled!                     
 Composting has started to become more and more popular. Composting 
is a simple way you can decrease your contribution to landfills as well as benefit 
your backyard or garden. It allows you to get rid of natural and biodegradable 
wastes and gives plants around it great nutrients. Compost creates a great                     
fertilizer for your gardens, which is a free by-product. What a way to kill two birds 
with one stone! Composting is incredibly easy to set-up and use. If you are inter-
ested, make sure to stop by the library CǊƛŘŀȅΣ !ǇǊƛƭ мр ŀǘ оΥол ta for a lesson on 
composting from the Master Gardeners of Monmouth County.  

9t! όнлмнύΦ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ {ƻƭƛŘ ²ŀǎǘŜǊ DŜƴŜǊŀǝƻƴΣ wŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ 5ƛǎǇƻǎŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΥ CŀŎǘǎ 
ŀƴŘ CƛƎǳǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ нлмнΦ wŜǘǊƛŜǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳΥ ƘǧǇΥκκǿǿǿоΦŜǇŀΦƎƻǾκŜǇŀǿŀǎǘŜκƴƻƴƘŀȊκƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭκ
ǇǳōǎκнлмнψƳǎǿψŦǎΦǇŘŦΦ  

April Teen Poetry Writing Workshops 
.ȅ 9ƛƭŜŜƴ IǳŀƴƎ 

I am currently a sophomore at High Technology High School in Lincroft. At the same time, 
I am also the Northeast National Student Poet for 2015, the nation’s “highest honor for 
youth poets presenting original work.” This April, I’ll be celebrating National Poetry 
Month by hosting a series of poetry workshops at Middletown Township Public Library 
focused on both page/written poetry and slam poetry.  

Spoken word/slam is poetry that involves performance aspects as well as literary ones; 
spoken word poets can move their bodies, change their tone and their pacing, and speak 
about current issues passionately. (For some great spoken word performances, check out 
Button Poetry on YouTube.) However, even if you’re not familiar with spoken word, don’t 
be discouraged to try it out! The first time I did spoken word was at a workshop this past 
summer, and, honestly, I had absolutely no idea what it was. I had a blast. Whether or 
not you’ve experienced slam workshops or competitions before, spoken word is                       
definitely a great way to get out of your comfort zone and make your written thoughts 
tangible. It’s super liberating, to say at the very least. 

 If you’re interested in participating, workshops are on Mondays in April 
from 3:30-4:30 pm. Contact Stephanie Chadwick at schadwick@mtpl.org for more 

information! 
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Special Programs 

March 
 
Painting Spring Birds Art Workshop 
with Miss Laurie: 3/18 at 3:30pm. 
Learn to paint a spring scene on          
canvas and take it home!  
 
NJ Maker Day: 3/19 from 11am-3pm. 
Stop in for STEAM related activities 
and demonstrations.  
 
April  
 
The Stock Market Game: Thursdays  
in April at 4pm. Create a stock portfo-
lio with $100,000 of fake money. See 
which team makes the most money! 
 
Practice SAT: 4/9 at 9:30am. Take a 
free practice SAT exam.  
 
How to Compost: 4/15 at 3:30pm. 
Learn how to make your own com-
post bin in this informative and 
hands-on workshop with the Master 
Gardeners.  
 
Grand Slam Poetry Night: 4/18 at 
7pm. Perform and/or listen to Slam 
Poetry, read and written by local 
teens.  
 
May 
 
Cupcake Wars: 5/18 from 2:30-
4:00pm. Decorate cupcakes (and eat 
them!). The theme will be Spring.  
 
College Planning Workshop: 5/19 at 
7pm.  Free workshop for parents and 
students on how to pay for college.   
 
Practice SAT: 5/21 at 9:30am. Take a 

free practice SAT exam.  

 

For all other library programs, see 
our online calendar at                        
http://www.mtpl.org. Sign up online 
or call (732) 671-3700 ext. 340.  

Star Was: Lost Stars Book Review 

.ȅ 9Ǿŀƴ Dǳƭƛƴƻ 

 

 Star Wars: Lost Stars is a fantastic 
new young adult novel by Claudia Gray set in 
the Star Wars universe. Thanks to the recent 
movie release, {ǘŀǊ ²ŀǊǎΥ ¢ƘŜ CƻǊŎŜ                 
!ǿŀƪŜƴǎ, the Star Wars universe has become               
massively popular once more. The novel    
follows its own characters on an original           
adventure across the time span of the         
original movies. It features many cameos 
from the movie's well known characters, like 
princess Leia, but overall it is an original           
story.  

 Without spoiling this amazing adventure, the basics are the life story 
of Ciena and Thane as they grow up and attend military academy together 
and then find themselves on the opposite sides of the battlefield. It’s a          
fantastic adventure anyone can enjoy, with romance, action, and the early 
chapters at the academy even giving off a Harry Potter vibe. I would                      
recommend this novel to any Star Wars fan, and with Star Wars all the rage 
right now you should jump on the bandwagon and not miss this amazing           
adventure. The series is recognized as official canon, and tells the story             
leading up to {ǘŀǊ ²ŀǊǎΥ ¢ƘŜ CƻǊŎŜ !ǿŀƪŜƴǎ. The sequel, New Republic: 
Bloodline, will be coming out May 3, 2016!  

All the Bright Places by Jennifer Niven 
! .ƻƻƪ wŜǾƛŜǿ ōȅ YŀǘŜƭȅƴ .Ǌƛƴƪ 
 

 !ƭƭ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛƎƘǘ tƭŀŎŜǎ by Jennifer Niven is a 
young adult fiction book. It was published on January 6, 
2015. The novel is about two teenagers in high school 
who both have tragedy in their lives.  

 Violet Markey has recently lost her sister in a 
car accident. Violet has trouble coping with her sister 
passing away. Theodore Finch has an obsession with 
death. Everyday, he tries to find one reason why he should continue to live. 
Finch has a broken family and no true friends. One day, Violet and Finch meet 
at the top ledge in the bell tower at their high school. It is unsure who saved 
who from jumping off. The two teens grow a bond where they can be               
themselves around each other. Although Violet may be overcoming her sad-
ness, Finch’s happiness lessens.  

!ƭƭ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛƎƘǘ tƭŀŎŜǎ is a novel like no other. It explores the journey of 
love, and the ups and downs of life. It causes the reader to see life from a              
different perspective, and to open your eyes to people having a difficult time 
in life. Overall, the book is a must-read that most young adult and teen       
audiences would enjoy. 



Knitting for Newborns 
.ȅ YŀǘŜƭȅƴ .Ǌƛƴƪ 

Every Thursday at four PM at the Middletown Township Public Li-
brary, a group of volunteers gather in the community room to crochet or 
knit blankets and other items for newborns in the hospital. The meetings 
are forty-five minutes long and they end at 4:45 pm. The blankets and   oth-
er garments are made completely by volunteers of all ages, but mainly 
teens and tweens. They will be donated to the Blanket Depot, who then 
deliver them to local hospitals to newborns and families in need. 

 Volunteers gain experience and learn how to crochet and knit. The members in the group vary from people 
with no experience to people with a lot of experience. All levels are welcome. Teen Librarian, Stephanie, will teach you 
how to crochet or knit if you do not know how. Meetings will be every Thursday at 4 in March. Starting in April, we will 
meet once per month on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 4pm. So far, we have made a total of 8 baby blankets 
and 1 baby hat! Join us!! (Program is for teens and tweens ages 9-18)  

TableTop Gaming at the Library 

By Stephanie Chadwick 

 
Inspired by the Youtube show TableTop 

with Wil Wheaton ,the library will be 

having a TableTop Gaming group! We 

will be meeting on the first Monday of 

each month at 7pm. We will play a 

different game at each meeting. Feel 

free to bring in your favorite! It’s time to 

play... 

Teen Winter Reading Program 
.ȅ {ǘŜǇƘŀƴƛŜ /ƘŀŘǿƛŎƪ 
 
 The Teen Winter Reading Program was 
a success!! For two months in winter, the 
MTPL challenged you to read 5 books and 
write 5 book reviews. We had 72 people              
participate, reading a total of 149 books, and 
writing 94 book reviews!  Everyone who com-
pleted the challenges got a free book and a 
free ice skating pass to Middletown Ice World. 
And one lucky teen, Connor, won the $25 Amazon Gift card raffle!             
Congratulations to all! We will be having a Summer Reading Program for 
Teens starting in July 2016! Think you can complete the challenges? 
Happy reading! 

Cupcake Wars 
.ȅ {ǘŜǇƘŀƴƛŜ /ƘŀŘǿƛŎƪ 
 
 On Thursday, May 12th at 
3:30pm the battle will begin.               
Utilize your creativity, wits, and quick 
thinking to decorate cupcakes. And 
then of course, you can take them 
home and eat them. Our theme will 
be Spring. Do your best to make your cupcakes the most beautiful, 
the most creative, or the most original. And have fun! And eat  
cupcakes!  
 
Sign up today using the library’s online calendar or call the library 
at (732) 671-3700 ext. 340.  

Do these programs sound like fun?  

Sign up for our programs online at 

http://www.mtpl.org or call the library 

at 732-671-3700 ext. 340. 

Check out the online calendar for even 

more programs!! 

нлмс ¢ŜŜƴ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀǊŜ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ 

ǘƘŜ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƛŘŘƭŜǘƻǿƴ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ 
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!ŘǾƛǎƻǊΣ {ǘŜǇƘŀƴƛŜ /ƘŀŘǿƛŎƪ ¢ŜŜƴ [ƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴ     

LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜŜƴ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ .ƻŀǊŘΣ ŜƳŀƛƭ {ǘŜǇƘŀƴƛŜ ŀǘ ǎŎƘŀŘǿƛŎƪϪƳǘǇƭΦƻǊƎΦ 

Put a hold on these brand new, popular, YA books coming out this spring!! 

 

Glass Sword  
.ȅ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ !ǾŜȅŀǊŘ 
Check out this exciting  
sequel to Red Queen and  
follow Mare Barrow as she  
searches for more Reds 
like her.  

    Lady Midnight 
    .ȅ /ŀǎǎŀƴŘǊŀ /ƭŀǊŜ  
                Check out this new series by 
    Clare, set 5 years after the                
    Mortal Instruments series.  
    Emma must find and defeat a 
    demonic plot. 

The Trials of Apollo: The               
Hidden Oracle .ȅ wƛŎƪ wƛƻǊŘŀƴ 
Apollo has angered Zeus. His 
punishment: mortality. He will 
need the help of Camp Half-
Blood to protect himself from 
his enemies.  

Passenger  
.ȅ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊŀ .ǊŀŎƪŜƴ 
The Ironwoods are searching for 
an invaluable treasure. And they 
think Etta can find it. She must 
follow clues across centuries and 
continents, but once found she 
knows she must keep it from 
them.  

    Salt to the Sea 
    .ȅ wǳǘŀ {ŜǇŜǘȅǎ 
    мфпр-4 teenagers are each vying 
    for a spot on the ship ²ƛƭƘŜƭƳ 
    DǳǎǘƭƻũΦ Little did they know they 
    would be part of the single greatest 
    maritime tragedy in history.                 
    IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ CƛŎǝƻƴΦ  

The Serpent King  
.ȅ WŜũ ½ŜƴǘƴŜǊ 
Debut YA contemporary     
novel. Dill and his friends are 
seniors. After tragedy strikes, 
the three must help each   
other overcome their own 
personal struggles.    


